Collagenous spherulosis in epithelial-myoepithelial carcinoma of the parotid gland. Histological and immunohistological study of a case.
Previously unreported histological and immunohistochemical features of collagenous spherulosis in an epithelial-myoepithelial carcinoma found in an 80-year-old woman are described. The multinodular tumor located in the right parotid gland was completely removed surgically. No local recurrence of the tumor appeared during the 22-month period of periodic checkups. This is believed to be the first report on collagenous spherulosis in an epithelial-myoepithelial carcinoma of the salivary gland. Different immunohistochemical characteristics of epithelial and myoepithelial neoplastic cells were found very useful for their analysis namely in parts of the tumor where one cell type greatly predominated (e.g. clear cell-type predominance). The double staining of histological sections can in this sense be recommended for the differentiation from other clear cell tumors of salivary glands allowing the correct categorization of the neoplasm.